THE SITUATION IN THE FIELDS OF

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

IN BRASOV COUNTY

The accession to the European Union, expected for the 1st of January 2007 involves, besides others, cooperation and consultation processes among the competent national and regional authorities, economic and social partners and other relevant bodies, as well as establishing priorities and strategic objectives for cooperation. 

A most important element is cooperation with Member States.

Brasov county is situated in the central part of Romania, at the jointing area of two big mountain chains: the Oriental Carpathians and the Southern Carpathians; the population of the county, registered on 1 July 2004, was 596 140 inhabitants, 446 622 of the in urban areas and 149 518 in rural areas.

The surface of the county is 5 363 sq.km. and the population density is 111.1 inhabitants/sq.m; thus, it ranges 7th in Romania in this respect.

You will find further details concerning economics, culture, social and statistics data about Brasov county in the presentation folders in front of you.

1. GENERAL OBJECTIVES OF THE STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF BRASOV COUNTY

Regarding the objectives related to the natural capital we should have in view:

· Improvement of air quality;

· Sustainable management of water resources;

· Protection and conservation of nature, biodiversity, forests and soil;

· Adequate management of urban domestic, industrial, toxic and hazardous wastes;

· Defense against natural calamities and environment accidents;

· Improvement of population health in direct relation with improvement of the quality of environment factors;

· The relation between spatial planning and equipping the county area, on one hand, and environment, impact of anthropic activities, on the other hand;

· Improvement of institutional system.

I will present the specific objectives for each environment component.

a. Framework recommendations for the air component

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Clean air in urban areas
	· Advanced technologies and equipment in industrial activities and those activities under the incidence of the Council Directives no. 2001/80/CE and 1999/13/CE; 

· Economic system based on renewable energies;

· High-performance fleet of cars/trucks

· Round about roads for all the urban areas;

· Industrial platforms outside the urban areas;

· Integrated management system for wastes.

	High-performance county system for monitoring air quality
	· Own monitoring system of companies;

· Monitoring system at European standards of air quality all over the county;

· System for air monitoring in natural protected areas and in biodiversity conservation areas;

· Panels for informing the population on air quality.

	Sustainable management of air quality
	· Zonal industrial maps in Brasov county;

· Noise maps for urban areas;

· Sustainable management of forests, as main factor for air purification;

· Integrated management system of road traffic;

· Green rings and green lungs in urban areas;

· Joint implementation Projects at county, regional, national and transnational levels.


b. Framework recommendations for the water component

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Good quality drinking water
	· Good quality drinking water for all the inhabitants of the county; 

· High-performance plants for treating drinking water;

· System for monitoring and informing the population on drinking water quality.

	Quality of surface and underground water
	· Upgrading the existing sewerage networks and construction of new sewerage networks in areas that these utilities are not present;

· Modern treatment plants for industrial waste water;

· Waterproofed storing places for animal dejections from agricultural farms and systems for using them as fertilizers, in accordance with best practice Code in agriculture.

	Sustainable management of water
	· Optimization of ratio: water resources – consumption

· Embankment of water streams, accumulations and energy supply;

· Metering of drinking, industrial and waste water consumption;

· High-performance technologies and equipment in industrial activities.


c. Conservation of biodiversities, forests and soil

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Sustainable management of natural protected areas in Brasov county
	· Management plans for all the protected areas in the county;

· “Natura” network at county level;.

	Protecting and conserving natural habitats
	· Inventory of natural habitats, wild flora and fauna, in accordance with the European standards;

· Identifying and declaring new protected areas;

· Ecological reconstruction of deteriorated ecosystems and habitats. 

	Sustainable management of forests
	· Coherent forestry arrangements for all the forest surfaces, regardless ownership;

· Forests operation in compliance with European legislation, regardless ownership;

· Preservation and extension of protecting function of forests – protected areas, roads, streams, green rings of localities, rural areas.  

	Sustainable management of soil quality
	· Identification map for hazards of land falling;

· Adequate soils for organic agriculture;

· Optimum ratio between animals and pasture fields;


d. Waste management

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Integrated management of domestic and assimilated waste
	· System for selective collecting at source;

· System for collecting and transporting waste all over the county;

· Complex transfer stations;

· Zonal ecological stations;

· Ecological transfer reconstruction of areas affected by waste storing 

· High-performance urban cleaning;

· Civic awareness of waste problems.

	Integrated management of industrial, toxic and hazardous waste
	· “Clean technologies” in activities generating waste, with a view to decreasing waste quantities;

· Equipment for eliminating toxic and hospital waste;

· Non-ODS technologies (substances depreciating the ozone layer)

	Management of recyclable waste
	· Technical-economical mechanism for valuing the waste and for energy recovery;

· County equipment for collecting and transporting recyclable waste;

· Opportunities for valuing collected waste at source and transfer stations.




e. Defense against natural calamities and environment accidents

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Natural risk management
	· Maps for identifying natural hazard regarding land falls, floods by stream overflowing, high floods; 

· System for hydrometric monitoring and warning;

· Stabilization of land falling;

· Hydro technical planning, embanking, damming up and accumulations for torrential flood and floods on streams;

	Management of environment, industrial and anthropic accidents
	· Management plan for disasters in case of accidents in economic objectives of high risk on environment, in accordance with EU Directive  - SEVESO II;

· Management plan for disasters – measures for preventing and protecting the forest and mountainous areas.


f. Framework recommendations on population health and relationship between environment pollution and health

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Integrated management of environment quality, having impact on population health
	· Maps identifying  risk on health; 

· Information system on population health in relation to the quality of environment, i.e. air, water, waste;

· Ways of informing the population and decisional support of authorities..


g. Framework recommendations regarding the relationship between spatial planning and equipping the county – environment

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Spatial planning in accordance with environment policies
	· Updated PATJ and PUG (County spatial planning and MASTER PLAN of Brasov)

· Urban regulations in protected areas and in areas for biodiversity protection;

· Green lungs in accordance with European regulations

· Entertainment areas equipped with adequate furniture.

	Balanced social and economic structure
	· Even density of population;

· High-performance road network;

· High-performance environment infrastructure in urban and rural areas;

· “Clean” tourism for conserving environment;

· Agriculture and industry as means of balanced economic development.


h. Improving institutional system

	STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

	Functional institutional framework
	· Local agreement in implementing  environmental legislation;

· Agencies and associations for ecological and environment protection at regional and national levels;

	Environment management in development policies of county authorities
	· Public – private – civic –academic  partnerships with a view to implementing environment protection strategy

· Public information system regarding environment;

· Local projects on environment;

· Local projects on ecological and civic education of the population.


ROLE OF DANISH-ROMANIAN OFFICE IN BRASOV

IN SUPORTING INITIATIVES

Why Brasov? Our presence in Brasov is due to a long cooperation with Denmark, Ringkobing County and the City of Holstebro. This cooperation has included activities and projects concentrated within energy and environment, education and culture. Therefore the Danish parties have extensive contact and knowledge of local, regional and national conditions and detailed insight into the infrastructure.

Last year, the authorities in Brasov have expressed a clear wish to intensify the cooperation with Denmark in a number of areas. This resulted in the conclusion of agreements between the parties and in the initiation of a number of activities which are rooted, generally and politically in the establishment of the Danish Romanian Business Innovation Center, Darobi Center, located in Brasov.

The mission of Darobi Center is to service and support the business and industrial sector in the area with new technology, knowledge of production and process and market economic relations. Darobi Center can share knowledge which will prepare Romania for the demands and regulations of the EU in regards with export of goods and services.

The vision of Darobi Center is to be a regional development center, copy of the Danish Development Center, Nupark in Holstebro, a center where new ideas could be developed a center who could help to reach a sustainable level of technologies in Brasov and the surrounding area. 

This company forms the framework of the development of projects and networks in Romania that mutually contribute to the business development and cooperation between the two countries and areas. We are ready to answer to all questions, information about Brasov and Romania for Danish companies willing to develop their own business in Romania.

The first areas to be explored involve major infrastructure planning tasks within waste water treatment, water supply, energy supply, handling of waste, traffic planning etc where Brasov municipality and county have asked for assistance for a long term strategy planning.

The realization of these tasks and the implementation of energy saving projects will be carried out by Energy Saving Agency, ESA.

Energy Saving Agency is a commercial company where business strategy is to offer composite turnkey solutions and to finance  projects with a relatively short payback time. At this point, Romania is also facing major social problems regarding the construction of a modern infrastructure, including implementation of projects and introduction of new technology, that involve energy saving, improvement of the environmental conditions and improved comfort.

Together with the adjustment to Western standards, the population will demand a higher standard of living and improved comfort, which means that supply systems and house installations must be well-functioning, effective and have a high degree of supply guarantee.

Furthermore, due to membership negotiations with the EU, Romania has to fulfil a number of conditions and criteria in this area as well, which means that there is an urgent need for specific initiatives that accelerate this process. The solution to all these problem areas involves a number of reforms, not least in the social area, as well as extensive restructuring and renewal of the infrastructure.
Due to various social and socio-economic reasons, some of these investments can only be carried out with support from the Western countries because of the huge amount of credit and the very long pay back time (20-30 years or more).
The implementation of these projects requires also a long period of planning and it will therefore be a long time before the population will see results from these processes. Financing is generally the critical point that delay or even spoil the investments projects  in Romania.

With the ESA initiative, which also includes a flexible solution to the financing problem and which does not require support from external sources, it will be possible, in the very short term, to implement specific improvements to the infrastructure and improve the energy and the environmental condition.

The ESA project therefore receives a lot of media attention and enjoys great political support. Even though the ESA project is not based on or has included a support amount in the business plan it is expected that such can be obtained when the projects are made more specific.
Another key point of the concept will be the information. ESA will organize, together with the local supplier some training activities for the citizens, the schools and the business community to inform them about the Energy savings and the environmental impact of such projects.

The target is to be known in Romania as the leading company in Energy Saving projects. The purpose of the company's activities in Romania is:

· To transfer know-how from Denmark

· To contribute to the renewal and modernization of the infrastructure

· To contribute to an improvement of the standard of living

· To implement energy-saving projects and environmental improvements

· To contribute to improve the qualifications of the co-operation partners involved

· To communicate viable messages to the public and the citizens

ESA will start its activities in Brasov County and Municipality with a delimited and clear work area. This work area comprises: water supply; district heating supply; waste water systems; public buildings.

The intention is to expand ESA's work area to include all of Romania when the necessary experience with the company's operation has been obtained and the necessary reliable relations have been created. The intention is also to enter the private sector, which may be brought about by an abolition of the subsidies and/or through obtainment of adequate direct financial support for the implementation of such projects from other parties.

ESA will develop and participate in the development of an energy-saving centre where private citizens and companies can receive instruction and obtain consultancy assistance and advice on energy saving. Such a centre can be established on the basis of the concept according to which Vestforsyning's subsidiary, Enervice, is operated.

ESA will only participate in major infrastructure tasks with a long repayment time in exceptional cases and only in respect of limited sub-projects thereof and/or if adequate financial support is granted.

As already mentioned ESA will implement energy-saving projects as turnkey deliveries and finance these deliveries in relation to the customers for the period until the projects have been repaid. The turnkey project will be implemented through management of deliveries comprising technical specifications, hardware deliveries and contractor/installer services.

As a main rule, the customers do not have to obtain authorisation or financial funding for the investment but they will purchase the facility through current payments obtained through the energy saving achieved until the project has been repaid.

Documentation for the energy saving achieved is obtained through monitoring programs that are initiated well in advance of customer acceptance and continue until the project has been repaid.

The necessary guarantees and agreement basis will be established to minimize the repayment risk. The current repayment from the projects thus ensures that the working capital is restored on an ongoing basis so that new projects can be initiated - a so-called "Revolving Fund" model.
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