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Renewable Energy Island
1997-2007
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1997-2007

A 10 year development plan
towards

100% Renewable Energy 



The spoken word is my 
!”POWERPOINT”!
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!”POWERPOINT”!



Local action is the only thing we 
can influence

• Is it possible to have a life not being 
reduced to consumers only ?

• Do local ownership and local democracy 
misfit ?

�����	����

• Do local ownership and local democracy 
misfit ?

• Are energy-democracy possible ?
• Is life on an island possible ?
• Is life?                    
• Is future ?



Samsø
• Samsø in the region of central Jutland. Samsø in 

Denmark. In Europe. On the globe ?

!SORRY!
OFFENSIVE  MAP

112 km2

4.200 inhabitants
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OFFENSIVE  MAP
BUT WORLD HAS 
CHANGED SINCE 1997

4.200 inhabitants
Activities:
Farming 
Tourism

Renewable Energy



Background and Policy
• Survival of the island
• New strategy needed
• More jobs secured
• Local economy

�����	����

• Independence
• CO2 neutral - Climate positive
• Aiming at Energy Democracy
• Founded in Local Action !!



Local Activity

• Training of craftsmen – ongoing never 
ending – education is nescessary

• Revival of the village – comunity life 
based on common energy initiatives – ”Is 
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based on common energy initiatives – ”Is 
it really true that our last common project 
was in 1956 ?” – ”What will our 
grandchildren think of us ?” - ”Nobody 
else will do things for us!”



Local resources
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Private installation
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RE-Island development

District heating:
Wind power:

Seebased 
Windmills produce
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Off shore 

100% electricity 
from landbased

windmills

Windmills produce
more energy than the 

island use on
transporation

Incl. ferrys

70% of heating is RE today
Total CO2 reduction:

140 %
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Individual planning
Common opportunities

• Vision:Each ”island or 
region ” has an 
individual RE plan

• Planning is a public tool

• RESULT
• More challenging jobs
• Better local economy
• Local capacity 
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• Planning is a public tool
• Knowledge is a public tool
• Local ressources is used
• Local business is involved

• Local capacity 
building

• CO2 reduction
• Life quality based on 

expectation of a 
beautiful future!



Children needs the future!
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Shareholders and friends
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New job!
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Wind harvesting = agriculture ?
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Wind harvesting = agriculture ?



China
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Thailand
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EU- Renewable Energy Union?
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Organisational Structure
• Samso Energy Academy Coordinates the RE 

development in co-operation with:
• Samso Trade Organisation
• Samso Farmers Organisation
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• Samso Farmers Organisation
• Samso Municipality
• Region Midtjylland 
• The Danish Energyservice ( public/free )
• Renewable energy organisations and 
• Energy companies in general



Energy Academy vision
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Energy teaching
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In the four years of construction the total investment has been 
49 mill €, 41 mill. 

from local firms, private households and the municipality. 

The dependency on energy-import has been reduced from 7.3 
mill € per year to 4.1 mill € in 2003. 
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mill € per year to 4.1 mill € in 2003. 
30 man year jobs/year in RE ( = 3 % of working force)

The emission of CO2 is reduced by 140 %.

The number of “technical tourists” is approx  4000 per year, 
visiting the Energy Academy to learn from our experiences . 
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Contact

• Frank Mundt
• Samso Energy Academy
• Strandengen1, 8305 
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• Strandengen1, 8305 
Samsø Denmark

• +4587961011
• fm@energiakademiet.dk
• www.energiakademiet.dk


